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RW: What are the older Porsches like to work 
on?

AT: You do need to have specialist knowledge of them. Any 
competent technician can rebuild one. It might be easy for 
me to say that because I know them inside out. They are 
interesting engines. The crankcase is split in two halves, the 
crank in the middle of the two, and they have individual 
cylinders and cylinder heads. We’ve got an old 2-litre 
engine that we’ve sectioned. I want to have a nice office 
with a nice glass coffee table with this sectioned engine on 
display underneath it for our customers to appreciate. 

RW: And the newer Porsches?

AT: They don’t hang around like the older cars because 
there’s less work to do on them. We get a few who want 
performance clutches, for example. 

RW: WHAT DON’T YOU LIKE ABOUT PORSCHES OVER 
THE YEARS?

AT: I don’t like the standard cars – the exceptions are the 
RSs - the 2.7 RS and 2.8 RSR and the 3-litre RS and RSR. 
The standard 930 Turbo has a lot of lag. You put it into a 
corner and it rolls around like an old boat. It’s no wonder it 
tried to kill most people who tried to drive it. 

RW: The most difficult Porsches you’ve worked 
on?

AT: An engine that worried me quite a lot was the 3½ -litre 
RSR with titanium rods, slide-throttles and straight cut 
intermediate shaft gears; a proper race engine that would 
see 8,500 rpm regularly. It’s the most mentally difficult 
engine. What used to worry me was that you’d done 
everything absolutely 100% perfectly so the damn thing 
doesn’t blow up first time out on the track…The first few 
that you build are always quite worrying. 

RW: Any difficult jobs?

AT: Normally it’s the electronics and the ones that were 
fairly new…the 928s gave some nightmare problems. 928s 
- I don’t mind if I don’t work on them. They are difficult, no 
space, no access, everything’s so expensive. No component 
substitution. But mainly because they cost money – so 
much time is used working on the car that you can’t charge 
for.

RW:  You must have a few favourites…

AT: When I first joined Autofarm I was more interested in 
racing. I figured I could get involved without participating. 
I had no passion for the 911, thinking they were overgrown 
Beetles. I had the opportunity to test a 2.7 RS. At the 
time they weren’t worth much money. I thought… hey, 
bloody hell; this is all right…I like this. And then I drove 
a road-legal 2.8 RSR with 280 bhp, more than all right; 
this is absolutely the dog’s bollocks! Then you realise that 
911s have a broad range of abilities, from a 1970 2-litre 
shopping car to a 935 that was killing everything around at 
the time. I was hooked. 

RW: You like the classic Porsches. Do you detect 
any trends amongst buyers today? 

AT: I find that there are less Porsche enthusiasts owning 
the newer cars. The older cars are owned by enthusiasts 
and there is an increasingly enthusiastic following for 
anything air-cooled.  A number of 964s are already going to 
enthusiasts. The earlier 3.2 Carreras and the SCs are already 
held by the enthusiasts. Some are even being converted 
back to the original impact-bumper look which I must 
admit I never thought would happen. In Singapore a few 
years ago, you’d have a job to give away a car on a Classic 
Car plate.  Now values have gone through the roof. They’re 
no longer worried that it’s on a Classic Car plate. 

I know a lot of enthusiasts complain that Porsche have lost 
their direction with their newer cars. Maybe they’ve gone 
to such an extreme to survive, but the genes are still the 
same. They are still very good cars. It’s the owners who are 
now more different than the cars themselves. 

RW: If not Porsches?

AT: If I weren’t specifically working on Porsches, I’d be 
working on historic cars. I’d still be working on cars, I can’t 
imagine what I’d be doing if I weren’t in this industry.  
Probably cars from the early 1900s, chain-driven cars…
up to the mid-1930s. Very interesting to me. Otherwise I 
really don’t know what I’d be doing because I didn’t know 
what I wanted to do when I left school.
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